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At NEVADA OUTDOOR SCHOOL, we
envision a world where all people have the
opportunity to learn and grow outdoors and
choose to do so. Our youth will have the
desire and skills to become engaged and
active citizens. We will help motivate the next
generation of leaders, scientists and great
thinkers. We will not hide from our need to
use or from our responsibility to respect and
conserve the Earth’s natural resources. In the
society we see, no child born will be the last
to be inspired by the natural world.

letter from the director
Another Great YEar in 2016
2016 was another big year of changes for Nevada Outdoor School (NOS) and I want to really thank our excellent staff, AmeriCorps
service members and Board of Directors for rolling through the changes without letting up speed as we continue to grow our
organization and expand our outdoor education programs across the great state of Nevada.
Our Elko office is up and running and our programs are expanding throughout Elko County. I want to express a huge thank you to
the City of Elko Parks and Recreation Department for allowing us to move in and share office space as an in-kind donation. Not only
does it save us big time in support costs for Elko, but it also represents a belief and support of our mission and outdoor education
ambitions for Elko County. The County Commission has been very supportive as well with a welcoming proclamation and $1,000 in
funding. And then in September, Southwest Gas came sweeping in with a much needed vehicle donation for Elko programming!
Sadly, this past summer, we said good-bye to our long time Education Director and prior AmeriCorps Naturalist with NOS, Megan
Kuskie. Megan is an amazing educator and great friend. We will miss her dearly and wish her luck on all her future endeavors. We
were fortunate to fill the position in July with former Environmental Engineer and prior Winnemucca kindergarten teacher, Katy
Contreras. Katy has brought a lot of enthusiasm, energy and educational skills to the NOS team and has been working with our Elko
staff to realign our education curriculum to Next Generation Science Standards. I want to remind all the teachers and other youth
organizations that all of our inquiry science lessons are available online and most likely we already have the materials on hand for the
public to check out.
The NOS AmeriCorps National Service Program continues to grow and we were able to place 32 AmeriCorps members at 13
different host sites across the state including NOS. These members agree to serve a certain term of service with their host sites
anywhere from 3 summer months to a full year. In addition to receiving a modest living stipend, work experience and skills
development, training and education; they also earn a Segal Education Award to be used toward future education expenses like
tuition and books or to pay back qualified student loans.
Our Outdoor Ethics Programs have continued to grow and expand with the addition of Leah Stolworthy who served with NOS as
an AmeriCorps Outdoor Ethics Specialist throughout the spring and summer. After her service, we were delighted to bring her
on staff as a salaried position. She brings a love and passion for the outdoors and motorized recreation to the organization. Leah
is also expanding our Community Outreach; leading several hikes, a few ATV rides and even hosted a campfire program. We had
our good friend, Terry Bell “The Dutch Diva” come out in July to lead a Dutch Oven Workshop in Water Canyon. Of course, the
food was amazing and got us geared up and excited for our big annual fundraiser, the Buckaroo Dutch Oven Cook-Off in August,
where beginners and World Champions come to cook together like old friends. If you haven’t yet been to the annual event, you are
missing out on some delicious Dutch oven culinary creations. Put August 5, 2017 on your
calendar now!
We are seeing more and more “employee driven” funding coming in from local
organizations like the Newmont Legacy Fund, Barrick Gold, Southwest Gas and NV
Energy; which speaks volumes about the support we are receiving locally. Not only
does it represent much needed unrestricted funding, it says loud and clear that our
communities and the people who live and work here, truly do support us and our
mission to get folks out into the great outdoors and kids connected to nature and
learning from and caring for their natural environments. It also gives us a lot of leverage
to apply for the many grants we need to continue to fund all of our programs, so please,
keep those donations coming!
On behalf of all of us here at NOS, I thank you whole-heartedly for the continued
support and look forward to another year of great things to come!

Melanie Erquiaga, Executive Director
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education
Classroom Lessons
In 2016, our education team stayed busy learning and growing in the field
of environmental education. In seven months, NOS AmeriCorps Naturalists
delivered 410 lessons to students in kindergarten through eighth grades at the
Winnemucca’s elementary schools, the surrounding rural schools, and first grade
classrooms at Grammar School #2 in Elko, Nevada. A very special thank you goes
out to the Community Foundation of Western Nevada High School Giving Circle
who gave NOS $2,000 to help fund our rural school lessons.

HIGHLIGHTS:

• Number of Lessons taught – 410
• Total Student Contacts – 7,299
• Total Contact Hours – 7,185

PARTNERED FIELD TRIPS
Nevada Outdoor School is proud to work with a variety of community and school
groups to help offer fun, unique and educational field experiences to students
throughout northern Nevada. These programs include Harvest Festival, Nature’s
Transformers, Elko Fun Factory, Trout Release, Lovelock Cave Days, NOS Scientist
French Ford Middle School Club, Mill Creek Eco Days, Elko Ag Day, and the Lazy P
Farm Field Trip.

HIGHLIGHTS:

• Total Programming Hours – 64.5
• Total Student Contacts – 1,411
• Total Contact Hours – 5,767.5

CLASSROOMS UNLEASHED
Our Classroom Unleashed Field Trip programs include 1st grade students
exploring their local neighborhoods to discover signs of fall, 2nd graders
participating in a field experience to learn all about their local watershed, 3rd
graders in Winnemucca exploring Water Canyon, 4th graders participating in a
unique Ecology Fair and 5th graders traveling to and exploring Lamoille Canyon in
the Fall. All NOS Classroom Unleashed programs enable students to get outside
and actively learn about and better understand the natural world around them
and become better stewards of the environment.

HIGHLIGHTS:

• Total Programming Hours – 58
• Total Student Contacts – 1,335
• Total Contact Hours – 3,744.5

SUMMER PROGRAMS
This past year, we had the busiest and most action packed summer yet! Thanks
to funding from the Frontier Community Coalition (FCC), we were able to bring
sixth and seventh graders on two brand new Outdoor Excursions to the Sierra and
Ruby Mountains. Additionally, we ran five various summer camps in Winnemucca
and two in Elko reaching kids going into third through eighth grade. We also
provided our Nature at Noon program for pre-K through second grade children
in Winnemucca and for the first time ever, in Elko! Also in Elko, we taught fun and
engaging preschool lessons throughout the summer at Noah’s Ark and teamed up
with the Parks and Recreation Department to help teach Elko Explorer lessons.
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HIGHLIGHTS:

• Total Programming Hours – 384
• Total Youth Contacts – 728
• Total Contact Hours – 5,094

outdoor ethics
WELCOMe LEAH!
In March, we brought on Leah Stolworthy an AmeriCorps Outdoor Ethics Specialist. Leah came to NOS with a love
and passion for the outdoors and motorized recreation. She was instrumental in helping make NOS’s spring and
summer Outdoor Ethics programs successful. After her service, we were delighted to bring her on staff as our new
Outdoor Ethics Coordinator and look forward to her expanding our highly successful program including additional
ATV/OHV Safety Courses!

LEAVING NO TRACE ACROSS THE STATE!
This past year, NOS provided 10 Leave No Trace Trainings reaching 325 people for a total of 583 Contact Hours. This
included 5 separate “Train the Trainer” courses held at Valley of Fire State Park, Washoe Lake State Park and the Black
Rock Desert. In total, 26 people attended these trainings to become new Nevada Leave No Trace Trainers!
Additionally, this past summer, Jessica Snaman became the new Nevada Leave No Trace State Advocate.
Jessie is looking forward to training even more people in 2017!

OTHER PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2016:

• The Road Show traveled to twelve events across the state such as the Reno Motorsports Expo, Tahoe and Reno Earth Days and
Nevada Outdoor Experience reaching 1,595 people with the message of responsible recreation.
• Three separate ATV Safety courses including two youth courses were delivered training eight people.
• Three ATV Rider Camps were offered in Winnemucca, Elko and Reno reaching 12 kids for a total of 168 Contact Hours.
• NOS taught two Tread Lightly! trainings including one awareness workshop for 92 Boy scouts at Cabelas, and one trainer course
reaching six people for 48 Contact Hours.
• Friends of Black Rock-High Rock and NOS partnered together in the fall to lead a field trip for Gerlach students where they
learned about and studied local plants and animals and discussed how people can be active stewards of their public lands.
• 238 students from Gerlach and the Winnemucca fourth grade classrooms prepared for the BLM partnered field trip to Lovelock
Cave by participating in an hour-long Leave No Trace lesson focusing on the principle “Leave What You Find.”
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nos americorps state program
Nevada Outdoor School AmeriCorps Program – 2016 Summary

The Nevada Outdoor School AmeriCorps Program continued to grow in reach and impact during the 2016 fiscal
year. Some particular successes included:

• An increase of 1 new AmeriCorps member over the prior year, or a total of 32, and 2 new local non-profit host sites joined the
NOS AmeriCorps Program.
• Total of 5,133 hours served by 374 volunteers who were recruited by AmeriCorps members.
• An increase in the total number of hours served by AmeriCorps members of 446 hours for a total of 24,922 hours served over the
course of the year.

The Nevada Outdoor School AmeriCorps program continued to work with traditional partners.
Partners for 2016 were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Communities in Schools of Northeastern Nevada in Elko
Frontier Community Action Agency in Winnemucca
Pershing County Senior Center in Lovelock
Boys and Girls Club of Winnemucca
Pleasant Senior Center in Winnemucca
Nevada Outdoor School in Winnemucca and Elko
Wells Family Resource Center in Wells
Friends of Nevada Wilderness in Reno and Las Vegas
Friends of Black Rock High Rock in Gerlach
Lander County School District in Battle Mountain
Winnemucca Community Garden in Winnemucca
Bureau of Land Management in Elko
Sixth Judicial District Court

In the 2016 grant year, the NOS AmeriCorps training program was strengthened, with skills necessary for success
in the workplace emphasized at monthly member meetings. Several community guest speakers served as guest
trainers in the areas of interview and workplace communication skills. AmeriCorps members also participated
in individual trainings and conferences suitable to their positions within the host site they serve at. We have
continued building strong ties with our members who serve outside of Winnemucca through the use of Google+
Hangouts technology.

Please ‘like’ us and follow us on Facebook

www.facebook.com/NOSAmeriCorps
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Nevada Outdoor School inspires exploration
of the natural world, responsible stewardship
of our habitat and dedication to community.

“I loved the activities and the enthusiasm of those who presented the
stations at the field trip. We definitely want to do this again next year.
You mentioned other programs that you present. Is it possible for you
to come more than once??” – Sage Elementary Teacher
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community outreach
8th Annual Buckaroo Dutch Oven Cook-Off!
The 8th Annual Buckaroo Dutch Oven Cook-Off, held on August 20th, was a blast!
Again this year, NOS offered an International Dutch Oven Society (IDOS) category which had four teams competing!
Altogether, eighteen individuals and teams, some coming all the way from Reno and Gerlach, competed in three
different categories. 1st, 2nd and 3rd place prizes were awarded to cooks in the IDOS (3 dishes) Bean Master (2 dishes)
and Chuck Wagon (1 dish) categories. Public tasters also cast their votes for the People’s Choice Award winner. We
were honored to have Mayor Putnam back again this year as a judge along with former IDOS competitor and NOS
friend, Terry Bell – The Dutch Diva, William Mack – Bureau of Land Management, County Commissioner Marlene
Brissenden, Sheriff Mike Allen, Bill Sims – Humboldt Development Authority, Lisa Campbell – Great Basin College, Mike
Owens – Rotary Club and Brooke O’Byrne from the Sixth Judicial District Court.
Altogether, we raised a little over $8,000 to help fund NOS programs!

We Love Our Public Lands!
Thanks to our continued strong partnerships with the Winnemucca District Bureau of Land Management (BLM),
US Forest Service and Nevada State Parks, our programs on public lands continue to grow! We lead three winter/
snowshoe hikes including one night hike which 28 people attended totaling 46 Contact Hours. We also lead four big
summer outreach programs on our public lands including a hike along the interpretive trail in Water Canyon, a campfire
program, a Dutch Oven Workshop in Water Canyon lead by The Dutch Diva and a hike up to the “W” on Winnemucca
Mountain. In total, 34 people attended these events totaling 172 Contact Hours. We are looking forward to growing
our Community Outreach Program, especially our outings on Public Lands in the coming year!
Other Highlights:
• 55 people attended the Grass Valley PTA night in February where NOS ran four stations including skins and skulls, bats, snakes,
and worms! Participants learned more about our organization and actively participated in some of our learning activities.
• 30 people stopped by our table at the Humboldt County Water Summit where NOS was educating people about how water
moves through a watershed and the impacts different types of point and non-point pollutants have on the quality of our water.
• NOS ran a Family Gardening Hour program at the Winnemucca Community Garden during the summer which eight people
attended.
• Eight kids participated in the two-day Kids Camp at this year’s Black Rock Rendezvous, a partner event held on the Playa with
Friends of Black Rock-High Rock, Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Winnemucca BLM. Campers this year learned all
about Leave No Trace and how they can be active stewards of their public lands.
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fiscal year (FY) 2016 revenue
AmeriCorps - NV Volunteers
AmeriCorps Partnership Match
Barrick Gold Corp
Bureau of Land Management
US Forest Service
Newmont Legacy Fund
Newmont Regional Community Investment
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Nevada Muleys
Nevada State Parks
NV Energy
Nevada OHV Commission
Community Foundation of Western Nevada
Frontier Community Coalition
Other Income
Program Income
Rocky Mtn Elk Foundation
Fundraising
Southwest Gas
United Way/STEM Literacy Partnership

$198,227
$99,450
$11,443
$73,000
$2,459
$38,730
$15,000
$5,000
$12,500
$62,854
$5,000
$7,207
$2,000
$2,400
$6,773
$2,918
$1,500
$8,172
$6,102
$2,298

Total Cash Income

$592,636

In-Kind Donations - Supplies
In-Kind Volunteer Hours
In-Kind Equipment/Vehicles
In-Kind Facilities

$3,476
$5,158
$6,969
$14,000

In-Kind Total

$29,603

.3%

.5% .3% .4% 1%
1%
5%

.4%

1%

Federal Grants
Foundations
Corporate
Private/Other

$343,747
$30,698
$71,275
$117,313

Total

$563,033

1%
33.4% AmeriCorps - NV Volunteers
16.8% AmeriCorps Partnership Match
1.9% Barrick Gold Corp

1%

12.3% Bureau of Land Management
.4% US Forest Service
6.5% Newmont Legacy Fund

33%

11%

2.5% Newmont Regional Community Investment
.8% Nevada Bighorn Unlimited - Midas Chapter
2.1% Nevada Muleys
10.6% Nevada State Parks

2%

.8% NV Energy

1%
3%

1.2% Nevada OHV Commission
.3% Community FoundaUon of Western Nevada
.4% FronUer Community CoaliUon

7%

1.1% Other
.5% Program Income

.4%

17%

12%

.3% Rocky Mtn Elk FoundaUon
.4% United Way/STEM Literacy Partnership
1% Southwest Gas

2%

1.4% Fundraising/Buckaroo Dutch Oven Cook Oﬀ
5% In - Kind
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fiscal year 2016 expenses
Staff Salary & Benefits
AmeriCorps Stipend & Benefits
Payroll Taxes/Employee benefits
Accounting
Advertising Media and Brochures
Office Expenses
Information Technologies
Occupancy
NOS Travel/Training
AmeriCorps Travel/Training
Insurances
Program Specific Supplies
All other expenses

$174,672
$205,049
$43,370
$4,094
$16,068
$6,665
$6,667
$27,225
$15,498
$34,674
$13,613
$21,248
$15,433

Total Expenses

$584,276

2016 EXPENSES

2%
3%

3%

6%
30%

5%

1%
3%

3%

1%
1%
7%

35%

30% Staﬀ Salary
35% AmeriCorps S9pends
7% Payroll Taxes/Employee beneﬁts
1% Accoun9ng
3% Adver9sing Media and Brochures
1% Oﬃce Expenses
1% Informa9on Technologies
5% Occupancy
3% NOS Travel/Training
6% AmeriCorps Travel/Training
2% Insurances
4% Program Speciﬁc Supplies
3% All other expenses

yearly comparison
cash income by year

expenses by year

FY 2010
FY 2011
FY 2012
FY2013
FY2014
FY2015
FY2016

FY 2010
FY 2011
FY 2012
FY2013
FY2014
FY2015
FY2016
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$458,243
$499,422
$436,325
$424,101
$508,649
$500,155
$592,636

$432,984
$475,612
$425,287
$430,555
$499,398
$485,207
$584,275

nos partners

Including funders and program partnerships

Bureau of Land Management **

Tread Lightly!

Barrick Gold Corp. *

Leave no Trace

National Environmental
Education Foundation

Sierra Nevada Journeys

Nevada Division of
Environmental Protection

Lander County School District

National Public Lands Day

Wells Family
Resource Center

Newmont Mining Corp **

Southwest Gas

RMEF

Project Wet

NV Energy

United Way

Frontier Community
Action Agency

Family Support Center

Marigold Mine

Nevada Volunteers **

Humboldt County
School District

Humboldt County
Senior Citizens

Red Cross

Nevada Off-Highway
Vehicle Commission

Humboldt County
Sheriff’s Dept.

Pershing County
Senior Center

Communities In Schools

USDA Forest Service *

Nevada State Parks **

Community Foundation
of Western Nevada

**Funding of $50,000 or greater

Friends of Black
Rock High Rock

Friends of Nevada
Wilderness

NBU Midas

Project Learning
Tree

Nevada Muleys

Frontier Community
Coalition

Public Lands Alliance

Winnemucca Community
Garden

Nevada Division of
Wildlife

Boys and Girls Club
of Winnemucca

Elko County

Southern Nevada
Conservancy

California Trail
Interpretive Center

Humboldt County
Commission

*Funding of $10,000 or greater
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board of directors
Briony Coleman - President
Ron Leiken - Vice President
Russ Yowell – Treasurer
Tony Lesperance
Tiffany Bengoa
Julie Hughes

staff
Melanie Erquiaga – Executive Director
Rebecca Gray – Director of Finance
Jessica Snaman – Associate Director
Zulma Mayorga – AmeriCorps Program Director
Megan Kuskie – Education Director
Katy Contreras – Winnemucca Education Coordinator
Jessica Larsen – Elko Education Coordinator

2017 americorps MEMBERS
Katie Fithian - Naturalist

2016 AMERICORPS MEMBERS
Fiona Taylor – Naturalist
Simon Fierst – Naturalist
Kiko Ramirez – Naturalist
Karen Esparza – Summer Naturalist
Leah Stolworthy – Outdoor Ethics Specialist
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