nevada outdoor school

annual report 2017

Nevada Outdoor School inspires exploration of the natural world,
responsible stewardship of our habitat and dedication to community.
a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization
655 Anderson St, Winnemucca, NV 89445
(775) 623-5656 www.nevadaoutdoorschool.org

nevada outdoor school
fiscal year end report
october 1, 2016 - september 30, 2017

table of contents
1. Contents
2. Letter from the Director
Programs
3. Education
4. Outdoor Ethics
5. AmeriCorps State
7. Community Outreach
8. Financial Summary - Revenue
9. Financial Summary - Expenses
10. Partners
11. Board of Directors and Staff

1

At NEVADA OUTDOOR SCHOOL, we
envision a world where all people have the
opportunity to learn and grow outdoors and
choose to do so. Our youth will have the
desire and skills to become engaged and
active citizens. We will help motivate the next
generation of leaders, scientists and great
thinkers. We will not hide from our need to
use or from our responsibility to respect and
conserve the Earth’s natural resources. In the
society we see, no child born will be the last
to be inspired by the natural world.

letter from the director
Another Great YEar in 2017
Wow, 2017 seemed to fly by! I am fortunate to say that as I take a look around at our amazing staff, we all still have a smile on our face and
enthusiasm in our voice as we roll into 2018. It’s always with a lot of excitement and a little trepidation that I face each new year, knowing we have
to continue working hard each day to make sure we have sufficient funding to not only sustain, but to continue to grow and expand our programs
statewide. The non-profit world can sometimes be a bit of a rollercoaster ride. Fortunately, our funding resources continue to expand as well, with
our local employee giving campaigns from area mines and utility companies increasing significantly over the last year, and our grants and funders
are more diverse. We still have our solid federal partners in the BLM, US Forest Service, Nevada State Parks, Nevada Division of Environmental
Protection and AmeriCorps that support our work on public lands but thankfully, we are not as totally dependent on those funds as in years past.
Please check out the list of all of our generous funders on the Financial Pages of this Annual Report. We are very happy that Sarah Welsh, Director
of Finance, joined Nevada Outdoor School in September. She is a Winnemucca native who brings good experience from the San Francisco world of
finance and is quickly learning all about non-profit finance management.
Our Elko office is growing with the addition of more AmeriCorps National Service Members and our programs are expanding throughout Elko
County under the leadership of Jackie Lucero, our Elko Director of Programming. Jackie comes to us from Idaho where she led several AmeriCorps
Student Conservation Association Members working in various Outdoor Environmental Education forums. We are lucky to have her as part of
our team, as she truly loves living and working in the Elko community. We also have a staff person, Tim Burns, working full time at the California
Trail Interpretive Center helping our BLM partners. Again, I want to recognize the City of Elko Parks and Recreation Department for allowing us to
move in and share office space as an in-kind donation. Not only does it save us big time in support costs for Elko, but it also represents a belief and
support of our mission and outdoor education ambitions for Elko County. The Elko County School District has been very supportive as well with a
funding agreement for $5,000 per year for the next 5 years to support our classroom science lessons and elementary school field trips. Stepping in
to help us with transportation needs, our friends at Southwest Gas donated a Chevy Trailblazer vehicle to get to our Elko programming. Thank you
Elko, for the wonderful reception!
Also coming on board this past summer to lead our education staff and AmeriCorps members is our Winnemucca Director of Programming,
Brandon Allen. Brandon is an educator that comes to us from Illinois, but has worked in Colorado at the Snow Mountain Ranch as an Outdoor
Education Instructor. In addition to his outdoor survival education experience, since coming to Nevada, Brandon has begun his certification in
NDOW Hunter Safety and the NDOW Safe to Shoot Program through the NRA so that we may begin offering these additional training programs
this spring. Brandon brings a lot of enthusiasm, and educational skills to the NOS team and has been working with our Elko staff to realign our
education curriculum to Next Generation Science Standards.
Under the direction of Zulma Mayorga, our AmeriCorps Program Director, the NOS AmeriCorps National Service Program continues to grow and
we were able to place 33 AmeriCorps members at 11 different host sites across the state including NOS. These members contract to serve a certain
term of service with their host sites anywhere from 3 summer months to a full year. In addition to receiving a modest living stipend, work experience
and skills development, training and education; they also earn a Segal Education Award to be used toward future education expenses like tuition
and books or to pay back qualified student loans.
Our Outdoor Ethics Programs have continued to grow and expand with the addition of Katie
Fithian, who served with NOS as an AmeriCorps Naturalist last year teaching students, while
also taking on some additional responsibilities leading our community hikes and participating in
most of our Outdoor Ethics outreach events last spring and summer. After her service, we were
delighted to bring her on staff as a salaried position. She brings a love and passion for hiking and
the outdoors and is learning about motorized recreation, recently certified at the ATV Safety
Institute as an ATV Safety Instructor. We offer those training courses for both youth and adults.
Katie is also expanding our Community Outreach; leading several hikes, with plans to lead a few
ATV rides this coming summer.
On behalf of all of us here at NOS, I thank you whole-heartedly for the continued support and
look forward to another year of great things to come! Please join us on August 11, 2018 at Vesco
Park in Winnemucca for the 10th Annual Buckaroo Dutch Oven Cook Off, our annual fundraiser, as
we also celebrate NOS’s 15th Birthday. I promise a fun filled day for you and your family to get out
and enjoy the great outdoors!

Melanie Erquiaga, Executive Director
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education
Classroom Lessons
In 2017, our education team delivered a variety of science lessons to 1,425
students in the Winnemucca and Elko areas. Kindergarten students learned about
the scientific process by making slime, first grade students learned about chemical
reactions through our yellow blue switch-a-roo lesson, second grade students
learned about molecular structure and surface tension through our Mentos
super-fountain experiment, and third and fourth grade students used higher
level thinking and deductive reasoning to make scientific observations during
our mystery box lesson. In Elko, we also teamed up with the Parks and Recreation
Department to help teach Elko Explorers, an educational after school program for
kindergarten through fourth grade students.

HIGHLIGHTS (Environmental Educatio n):

• Number of Lessons taught – 85
• Total Student Contacts – 1,425
• Total Contact Hours – 1,628

CLASSROOMS UNLEASHED
Nevada Outdoor School provided a variety of field trip programs in 2017. Our
field trips begin with taking 1st grade students out of the classroom to explore
the local area to discover signs of fall. Other “Classrooms Unleashed” experiences
included a second grade field trip, where students learned about their local
watershed, a third grade field trip in partnership with Lazy P Adventure Farm,
where students learned about the importance of agriculture and another third
grade field trip where students explored Water Canyon. Fourth grade students
were also lucky to participate in two NOS field trips, one where students
learned about ecology at the Community Garden, and another partnered field
trip at Lovelock Cave and the Marzen House Museum with the Bureau of Land
Management. All NOS field trips use nature and the outdoors to enable kids to
actively learn about and better understand the natural world around them and
become better stewards of their environment.

HIGHLIGHTS:

• Total Programming Hours – 194
• Total Student Contacts – 2,333
• Total Contact Hours – 7,566

SUMMER PROGRAMS
This past summer was action packed for Nevada Outdoor School in both
Winnemucca and Elko. Thanks to generous funding from Frontier Community
Coalition, we purchased and updated our camping and outdoor gear, which
enhanced the experience of our campers. We were happy to offer our Summer
Excursions to the Ruby and Sierra Mountains again this year, while also providing
5 other Adventure Camps across northern Nevada! In addition to our overnight
camps, NOS offered Nature at Noon to Pre-k through second graders in
Winnemucca and Elko.
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HIGHLIGHTS:

• Total Programming Hours –381
• Total Student Contacts – 456
• Total Contact Hours – 5,136

outdoor ethics
WELCOMe Katie!
Katie Fithian joined our team as an AmeriCorps Naturalist in the fall of 2017. Since then, Katie has assisted both our
education and outdoor ethics teams, providing every kind of programming we offer at NOS. After her service, Katie
Joined the NOS staff as the Outdoor Ethics Program Coordinator. We are looking forward to seeing our Outdoor
Ethics programs continue to grow and expand with Katie in this role. NOS is also partnering with the Humboldt
County Sheriff’s Office to offer ATV, OHV and dirt bike safety courses and OHV registration and inspection events
across the state. We will have information about these safety courses and events on our website and Facebook page
as they come up this coming spring and summer.

Responsible recreation across Nevada!
This past year, NOS traveled with our fun and interactive Road Show across the state to attend 13 different events
such as Reno Motorsports Expo, Tahoe and Reno Earth Days, Cabela’s Great Outdoor Days, and Nevada Outdoor
Experience, to talk to people about how Leave No Trace and Tread Lightly! principles help minimize our impact when
recreating outdoors. During these events, NOS talked with 2,119 people about responsible recreation. We are lucky
to have two Leave No Trace Master Educators and one Tread Lightly Master Trainer on staff to provide these trainings
to various land management agency partners and other non-profit groups for free several times throughout the year.

OTHER PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2017:
•
•
•
•

Four Leave No Trace Trainer Courses were delivered to 39 people for 1,184 contact hours
Two ATV Safety Courses for adults were delivered reaching 4 people for 20 contact hours
Three ATV safety camps were offered in Winnemucca, Reno and Elko for youth reaching 11 kids for 176 contact hours
207 fourth grade students received an hour long Leave No Trace classroom lesson in preparation for their field trip to Lovelock
Cave highlighting the “leave what you find’ principle.
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nos americorps state program
Nevada Outdoor School AmeriCorps Program – 2017

Under the leadership and guidance of our fabulous AmeriCorps Program Director, Zulma Mayorga, the Nevada
Outdoor School AmeriCorps Program continued to grow in reach and impact during the 2017 fiscal year. Some
particular successes included:
• A continued increase in AmeriCorps National Service Members, placing 33 members at 11 different host sites.
• Total of 4,153 hours served by 429 volunteers who were recruited by AmeriCorps members.
• The 33 AmeriCorps members worked a total of 24,216 hours serving Nevada communities.
The Nevada Outdoor School AmeriCorps host site partners for 2017 were:
• Communities in Schools of Northeastern Nevada in Elko
• Frontier Community Action Agency in Winnemucca
• Pershing County Senior Center in Lovelock
• Boys and Girls Club of Winnemucca
• Pleasant Senior Center in Winnemucca
• Nevada Outdoor School in Winnemucca and Elko
• Friends of Nevada Wilderness in Reno and Las Vegas
• Friends of Black Rock High Rock in Gerlach
• Lander County School District in Battle Mountain
• Family Support Center in Winnemucca
• American Red Cross in Reno and Las Vegas
Over the course of the year, the NOS AmeriCorps training program was strengthened with skills necessary
for success in the workplace emphasized at monthly member meetings. Several community guest speakers
served as guest trainers in the areas of interview and workplace communication skills. The members were also
provided professional development and training opportunities specific to their positions with the host site they
serve at. The AmeriCorps members organized and facilitated the 3rd Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Dodgeball
Tournament fundraiser and served at in the Soup Kitchen in Winnemucca. Another service project all the
members participated in was the 4th Grade Ecology Fair hosted by Nevada Outdoor School each year at the
Community Garden. We have been able to continue building strong ties with our members who serve outside of
Winnemucca through the use of Google+ Hangouts technology for monthly member meetings.

Please ‘like’ us and follow us on Facebook

www.facebook.com/NOSAmeriCorps
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Nevada Outdoor School inspires exploration
of the natural world, responsible stewardship
of our habitat and dedication to community.

“NOS programming encourages others to explore “wild Nevada” while
becoming good stewards and educated individuals about the
beautiful area we live in.”
– Brenna Docktor, French Ford Middle School Teacher
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community outreach
9th Annual Buckaroo Dutch Oven Cook-Off!
This annual fundraiser is fast becoming a popular “go to” event for this northern Nevada community. If you haven’t
attended yet, you are missing out on some amazing Dutch oven culinary creations. The highlight this year was that we
had 6 youth teams competing and they turned out some impressive and tasty dishes! 1st, 2nd and 3rd place cash prizes
were also awarded to cooks in the International Dutch Oven Society (IDOS) -3 dishes, Bean Master - 2 dishes, and Chuck
Wagon - 1 dish categories. This competitive cook off is an officially sanctioned IDOS event and winners in that category
can go on to compete in the World Championship Cook Off at the Utah State Fair. We were honored to have Mayor
DiAn Putnam back again this year as a judge along with former IDOS competitor and NOS friend, Terry Bell – The Dutch
Diva, Melissa Harmon – Newmont Mining, Mark Hall – Bureau of Land Management, Steven Field – Buckaroo Radio, Lisa
Campbell – Great Basin College, County Commissioner Marlene Brissenden, City Councilman Paige Brooks, and Sheriff
Mike Allen. Together, we raised a little over $9,000 to help fund NOS programs!

We Love Our Public Lands!
We are grateful to continue strong funding partnerships with the Bureau of Land Management, the U. S. Forest Service,
and Nevada State Parks. Thanks to these partnerships our programs on public lands continue to grow and be successful. In
2017, NOS led 12 community hikes on our public lands. These hikes drew 74 participants for 96 contact hours. We have
hosted a variety of other outreach events on our public lands over the course of the year as well, such as our Dutch Diva
Dutch Oven Cooking Workshop and a guided interpretative trail hike in Water Canyon and Leave No Trace lesson. We
look forward to continuing these partnerships and expanding our Community Outreach programs in the coming year.
Other Highlights:
• 325 people stopped by the NOS table at the Elko Sportsman’s Expo, where participants learned more about our organization.
• 13 kids attended Kids Camp at this year’s Black Rock Rendezvous, a partnered event held annually on the Black Rock Playa with
the BLM, Friends of Black Rock High Rock and Friends of Nevada Wilderness. Campers learned about Leave No Trace and how
they can do their part to keep our public lands clean, healthy and accessible.
• NOS shared our passion for outdoor recreation and conservation with the 55 people who stopped by our table at the Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation and Nevada Muleys banquets.
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fiscal year (FY) 2017 revenue
AmeriCorps - NV Volunteers
AmeriCorps Partnership Cash Match
Barrick Gold Corp
Bureau of Land Management
Disney Youth Service America
Elko Convention and Visitors Authority
Frontier Community Coalition
Humboldt County Commission
Newmont Legacy Fund
Newmont Regional Community Investment
Nevada Bighorn Unlimited - Midas Chapter
Nevada Chukar Foundation
Nevada Division of Environmental Protection
Nevada Muleys
Nevada State Parks
Nevada OHV Commission
NV Energy
Other
Program Income
Rocky Mtn Elk Foundation
Small Mine Development
SSR Mining - Marigold
Southwest Gas
United Way/STEM Literacy Partnership
Fundraising/Buckaroo Dutch Oven Cook Off
In - Kind

$175,847
$64,188
$10,958
$138,000
$2,000
$6,000
$3,000
$3,000
$47,988
$7,500
$5,000
$2,500
$6,012
$8,000
$60,142
$8,347
$5,000
$7,177
$5,366
$1,000
$2,508
$4,500
$6,417
$229
$9,295
$32,751

Total Cash Income

$622,723

In-Kind Donations - Supplies
In-Kind Volunteer Labor
In-Kind Training
In-Kind Facilities
In- Kind Equipment/Vehicles

$110
$2,731
$875
$25,126
$3,908

In-Kind Total

$32,751

Federal Grants
State Funds
Foundations
Corporate
Private/Other
Total

$380,001
$8,347
$33,146
$73,453
$95,025
$622,723
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fiscal year 2017 expenses
Staff Salaries and Benefits
AmeriCorps Stipends and Benefits
Payroll Taxes
Accounting
Advertising Media and Brochures
Background Checks
Office Expenses
IT Services
Occupancy/Facilities
NOS Travel & Training
AmeriCorps Travel & Training
Insurances
Program Specific Supplies
All other expenses

$252,450
$183,076
$35,009
$3,423
$2,760
$2,136
$6,846
$2,245
$37,148
$20,168
$25,181
$15,366
$19,490
$18,504

Total EXPENSES

$623,802

yearly comparison
cash income by year

FY 2011
FY 2012
FY2013
FY2014
FY2015
FY2016
FY2017
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$499,422
$436,325
$424,101
$508,649
$500,155
$592,636
$622,723

expenses by year

FY 2011
FY 2012
FY2013
FY2014
FY2015
FY2016
FY2017

$475,612
$425,287
$430,555
$499,398
$485,207
$584,275
$623,802

nos partners

Including funders and program partnerships

Bureau of Land Management **

National Environmental
Education Foundation

Sierra Nevada Journeys

RMEF

Nevada Division of
Environmental Protection

Lander County School District

National Public Lands Day

Nevada Volunteers **

Southwest Gas

Tread Lightly!

Barrick Gold Corp. *

Leave no Trace

Newmont Mining Corp. *

United Way

Frontier Community
Action Agency

Family Support Center

SSR Mining - Maigold

NV Energy

Humboldt County
School District

Wells Family
Resource Center

Project Wet

Humboldt County
Senior Citizens

Sportsman’s
Warehouse

Camp Chef

Ferguson

Red Cross

Disney Youth
Service America

Nevada Off-Highway
Vehicle Commission

Humboldt County
Sheriff’s Dept.

Pershing County
Senior Center

Communities In Schools

USDA Forest Service *

Nevada State Parks **

Friends of Black
Rock High Rock

Friends of Nevada
Wilderness

NBU Midas

Community Foundation
of Western Nevada

Project Learning
Tree

Elko Convention and
Visitors Authority

**Funding of $50,000 or greater

Nevada Muleys

Elko County

Frontier Community
Coalition

Public Lands Alliance

Winnemucca Community
Garden

Nevada Division of
Wildlife

Southern Nevada
Conservancy

California Trail
Interpretive Center

Boys and Girls Club
of Winnemucca

Humboldt County
Commission

Nevada Chukar
Foundation

Elko County
School District

*Funding of $10,000 or greater
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board of directors
Russ Yowell – Board President
Brett Worsham – Board Vice President
Heather Nelson – Board Treasurer
Stacy Johnson – Board Member
Gene Hunt – Board Member
Rue Beyer – Board Member

staff
Melanie Erquiaga – Executive Director
Sarah Welsh – Director of Finance
Jessica Snaman – Outreach Director
Zulma Mayorga – AmeriCorps Program Director
Brandon Allen – Winnemucca Director of Programming
Jackie Lucero – Elko Director of Programming
Katie Fithian – Outdoor Ethics Program Coordinator
Tim Burns – Education Program Technician
at the California Trail Interpretive Center

2018 americorps MEMBERS
Allana Havernick
Tiffany Donoho

2017 AMERICORPS MEMBERS
Katie Fithian – Lead Naturalist
Brody Goucher – Naturalist
Irma Mendoza – Naturalist
Brandolyn Thran - Naturalist
Karen Esparza – Summer Naturalist
Alberia Martinez – Summer Naturalist
Colton Irons – Summer Naturalist
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