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“Nevada Outdoor School does a tremendous job preparing lessons and teaching our students standards
based science lessons. They have also worked very hard to provide educational opportunities for students,
teachers, and the community outside of the classroom through classes, special field trips, and events”
- rural nevada educator survey

annual report 2013
Nevada Outdoor School inspires exploration of the natural world,
responsible stewardship of our habitat and dedication to community.
a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization
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nevada outdoor school
fiscal year end report

nos partners

Including funders and program partnerships

october 1, 2012 - september 30, 2013

Bureau of Land Management **

Newmont Mining Corp. *

Nevada Volunteers **

Nevada State Parks *

Barrick Gold Corp.

Friends of Black Rock High Rock

Leave no Trace

Tread Lightly!

NV Energy

National Environmental
Education Foundation

American Association
of University Women

United Way

Nevada Division of
Environmental Protection

Sierra Nevada Journeys

Nevada Muleys

Friends of Nevada Wilderness

National Public Lands Day

University of Nevada
Cooperative Extension

Winnemucca Community
Garden

Lander County School District

Hycroft Mine

Gold Corp

Labels for Education

Nevada Division of Wildlife

USDA Forest Service

Humboldt County School District

Association of Partners
for Public Lands

Project Learning Tree
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At NEVADA OUTDOOR SCHOOL, we
envision a world where all people have the
opportunity to learn and grow outdoors and
choose to do so. Our youth will have the
desire and skills to become engaged and
active citizens. We will help motivate the next
generation of leaders, scientists and great
thinkers. We will not hide from our need to
use or from our responsibility to respect and
conserve the Earth’s natural resources. In the
society we see, no child born will be the last
to be inspired by the natural world.

“When students are taught in an authentic learning environment,
such as what NOS provides, they understand the importance of taking
care of our community and surroundings in a more concrete manner”
- second grade teacher
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Winnemucca Ministerial
Association
Humboldt County Senior Citizens
Southwest Gas

Project Wet

Wells Family Resource Center
**Funding of $50,000 or greater

*Funding of $10,000 or greater
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fiscal year 2013 expenses

Ten Years and Growing

Staff Salary & Benefits				
$213,019
AmeriCorps Stipend & Benefits			
$118,227
Facilities						$10,907
Capital Expenditures/Investments			$3,353
Programming Supplies				$22,949
General Operations				$16,576
Student Transportation & Accommodation		
$12,310
NOS Travel & Training				
$24,405
AmeriCorps Travel & Training			
$3,980
Total Expenses

letter from the director

Staff Salary &
Benefits
49%

				$430,555

NOS Travel &
Training
6%

AmeriCorps
Stipend & Benefits
27%

Programming
Supplies
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1%

AmeriCorps Travel
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General Operations
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yearly comparison
cash income by year
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FY 2007			$272,446
FY 2008			$454,000
FY 2009			$529,709
FY 2010			$458,243
FY 2011			$499,422
FY 2012			$436,325
FY2013			$424,101
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Capital
Expenditures
1%

Nevada Outdoor School (NOS) was granted 501(c)(3) status as a public charity in June of 2003. So 2013 had us
celebrating 10 years of inspiring youth, families and the general public to explore, learn and be inspired by the
outdoors and their community. Ten years and growing became our motto for a year of exciting programs and
milestones. From our founder Stephanie Lefevre’s dream, NOS has grown to a highly respected organization
reaching thousands of students annually. From lessons in just one classroom, NOS has grown to communities all
across northern Nevada. It took hard work and vision, steadfast partners and the passion and talent of the 16 staff,
158 National Service members, and hundreds more volunteers and Board members who have been a part of this
organization so far. Ten years is not insignificant, much has been accomplished, and it is something that everyone
involved should be very proud of. Many of the young students that attended our first programs have since graduated high school and many of the AmeriCorps members who enrolled in our program to gain some of their first
professional experience can now be found working throughout the local community as teachers, environmental
planners, public health officers and much more. In just the past three years, NOS has put more than $1,000,000 of
federal money to work in northern Nevada. 2013 was another year of this kind of growth and we have no intentions of slowing.
Growth in the past year included recompeting for our AmeriCorps grant and being awarded a bigger and more
comprehensive program than ever before including new communities and partners, and increased benefits for
members. Growth also included securing funding for our first planned outreach in Las Vegas and taking our highly
regarded Watershed Field Trip program to three new communities. Growth was celebrated at the 5th Annual
Buckaroo Dutch Oven Cook-Off, where more cooks cooked, more tasters tasted and more money was raised for
outdoor education than at any cook-off yet. Growth was that of willows and native seeds planted by students
from Paradise Valley to help rehabilitate land burned in the Hanson Fire and growth was that of the support we
feel from the communities in which we work.
We look forward to continued growth in 2014 with the help of our tremendous funding and programmatic
partners, thank you, as always, for your support. The new year will again take us to southern Nevada and to new
programs in Pershing County, as well as, to all of the communities we currently serve. We will continue to inspire
exploration of the natural world in as many youth and families as we can reach, while also striving to reach new
sustainability goals for the organization. In whatever capacity you are able, we are happy to have you along for
the journey.
Have fun out there,

Andy Hart – Executive Director

FY 2007			$212,677
FY 2008			$512,000
FY 2009			$549,579
FY 2010			$432,984
FY 2011			$475,612
FY 2012			$425,287
FY2013			$430,555
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education

• 931 Hours of Instruction
•11,599 Student Contacts
•19,924 Contact Hours

This past year our Education team went above and beyond to deliver quality programming to kids throughout
northern Nevada! In addition to running classroom lessons in Humboldt County, Naturalists visited Elko once a
month to teach first grade lessons at Grammar School #2 and deliver exciting afterschool programming at Fun
Factory.
Our Education Team was very busy last Spring as our “Classrooms Unleashed” Field Trip series saw a lot of
growth and was a huge success. Nevada Outdoor School’s second grade Watershed Field Trip reached over 600
students this past Spring! Not only did second grade students from Winnemucca’s elementary schools participate
in this annual field trip, but students from McDermitt, Paradise Valley, and sixteen second grade classrooms in Elko
did as well! In all cases, students learned about their local watershed through hands-on activities. Additionally,
246 fourth grade students participated in the first ever NOS Ecology Fair. The Fair was a brand new program that
provided students an opportunity to investigate, discover, and learn about ecology through hands-on, interactive
and self-guided exploration. Many different agency and community volunteers came together to help make this
event a success.

Other “Classroom Unleashed” highlights:
• 316 students participated in our “first explorers” first grade field trip
• 211 fourth grade students participated in the annual Lovelock Cave Days
• 261 students participated in our third grade field trip in Water Canyon
• 30 students traveled to Lamoille Canyon for our fifth grade field trip
• 34 students from Humboldt County School District explored the outdoors in this year’s
sixth grade Sierra Summit Camp

fiscal year (FY) 2013 revenue
Federal Grants					$306,739
AmeriCorps State					$135,915
Nevada State Grants				$AmeriCorps Partnership Match			
$34,850
Foundations					$9,835
AmeriCorps VISTA Travel				$326
Corporate					$55,821
United Way					$2,835
Private/Other					$51,706
Bureau of Land Management			
$113,573
USDA Forest Service				$3,648
Total
					$424,101
Newmont Mining Corp.				$46,904
NV State Parks					$40,388
Nevada Muleys					$5,000		
NDEP - Nevada Department of Environmental Protection
$12,888
Other Income					$5,961
Program Income					$3,178
Fundraising					$7,717
Southwest Gas					$3,918
Federal Grants
Allied NV Gold/Hycroft				$5,000
72.3%
$2,000
NEEF- National Environmental Education Foundation
Total Cash Income				$424,101
In-Kind Donations				$3,590
In-Kind Labor					$16,029

Private/Other
12.2%
Corporate
13.2%

In-Kind Total					$19,979

VISTA Travel
0.1%

NOS had a lot of fun in the sun this past summer with a wide variety of summer programs including three
camps, Nature at Noon and Youth Garden Club.

AmeriCorps
Partnership Match
8%

• 21 incoming third through fifth graders participated in Adventure Camp 1
• Ten incoming sixth through eighth grade students participated in Adventure Camp 2
• Seven girls entering fifth and sixth grade participated in this year’s New Horizons Girls’ Camp
• Nature at Noon ran twice a week from June through August totaling 366 contact hours
• Our Youth Garden Club met three times a week from June through August totaling 347
contact hours

AmeriCorps State
32%

“i had so much fun at sierra Camp. now i play outside all the time!”
- sierra summit camper

NEEF
0.5%

NDEP
3%

State Parks
10%

Hycroft
1%

Fundraising
2%

United Way
0.7%

BLM
27%

Newmont
11%

US Forest Service
1%

Southwest Gas
1%
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Foundations
2.3%

Program
Revenue
0.7%

Other
1%

Nevada Muleys
1%

8

community outreach

outdoor ethics

5th annual dutch oven cook-off & 10 year anniversary celebration

let’s hit the road!

This year, Nevada Outdoor School celebrated ten years of great programming at the Fifth Annual Dutch Oven
Cook-Off! The August 24th event was our biggest and best fundraising event yet! Cooks came all the way from
Reno and Billings, Montana to compete. First, second and third place prizes were awarded to cooks in the Bean
Master (two dishes) and Chuck Wagon (one dish) and youth categories. Public tasters also cast their votes for the
People’s Choice Award winner. We were honored to have Mayor Putnam back again this year as a judge along
with Jeff Ulrich – Forest Service District Ranger, Brad Shultz – UNR Cooperative Extension, Bill Sims – Humboldt
Development Authority, County Commissioner Marlene Brissenden, and Amanda Hoffer – Winnmucca Community Garden. In addition to great food, we had lots of fun games and raffles, great entertainment from local band,
LNOY, and managed to raise over $4,000 to support outdoor youth programming in Northern Nevada.

This year, Nevada Outdoor School revamped our Outdoor Ethics Programming to include the “Road Show.”
Piloted at Sand Mountain last October, our goal is to reach the highest number of people possible with the
message of responsible recreation by going to places where they are already gathering. With generous funding from Nevada State Parks, we look forward to continuing this program in the coming year. Look for our ATV
Safety Display all over the state of Nevada, even as far away as Las Vegas!

other highlights
• Kicking off with National Trails Day on June 1st, our Water Canyon Summer Series included five interpretive
hikes and annual Family Campout to encourage community members to get out, enjoy and learn about their
local public lands
• NOS and the Nevada Department of Environmental Protection (NDEP) worked together to host a composting
workshop for students and community members in Paradise Valley
• NOS and NDEP also worked together to host a Project WET Workshop and Project WET Facilitator training in
Winnemucca
• Mill Creek Eco Days reached 80 students
• Elko Ag Day reached 372 students, totaling 93 Contact Hours
• A total of 17 kids participated in Kid’s Camp at the Black Rock Rendezvous in May, totaling 323 Contact Hours
• NOS, Friends of Black Rock High Rock and six high school students from Envirolutions in Reno worked together
in the Black Rock NCA to repair fencing around a kit fox habitat in July
• Five kids participated in Kids Camp at Solider Meadows National Public Lands Day, totaling 30 Contact Hours
• 244 first and second grade students participated in the Harvest Festival at the Winnemucca Community Garden
totaling 1708 Contact Hours

Programming Highlights for 2013:
• Four different ASI (ATV Safety Institute) Courses were delivered, training a total of ten community members,
NOS members and AmeriCorps from partner groups such as Friends of Nevada Wilderness and Great
Basin Institute
• A generous donation from Laura Blaylock funded nine kids to go to ATV Rider Camp. At camp, participants
learned the basics of ATV safety and responsible recreation through Tread Lightly!
• Students were prepared for their field trip to Lovelock Cave by participating in an hour-long Leave No
Trace lesson focusing on the principle “Leave What You Find”
• 257 fifth graders at French Ford Middle School’s Trout release participated in two activities including Leave
No Trace education totaling 1156 Contact Hours
• Master LNT Trainer Jennifer Stockton, led an overnight Leave No Trace Trainer Course in Water Canyon
certifying four people
• Director of Programming, Jessica Snaman traveled to Salt Lake City in August to be certified as a Tread Lightly!
Master Trainer

“Nevada Outdoor School provides an invaluable service to our community. They provide enrichment
to the community schools and are a true partner in the development and academic success of the
children who live here. Programs like this one are a vital resource in rural communities such as
ours and my students look forward to their visits with enthusiasm because of the quality of lessons
and instructors.”
- rural nevada educator survey
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nos americorps state program
nos americorps state program 2012-2013 summary
The 2012-13 year was very successful for the Nevada Outdoor School AmeriCorps Program.
Some of the successes included:
•100 percent enrollment rate
• An increase in the retention rate to 85.7 percent (from 78.6 the previous year)
• An increase of 345 volunteers recruited by AmeriCorps members for a total of 1,213 volunteers
• An increase of 1,752 hours that volunteers served who were recruited by AmeriCorps members for a total of
4,580 hours
• An increase in the total number of hours served by AmeriCorps members of 2,260 hours for a total of 16,035
hours served
In addition, the 2012-13 grant year was the end of a three year cycle, so a new grant was written in April with
a request for expanding the program and increased funding. Nevada Volunteers, the funding agency for
AmeriCorps in Nevada, awarded Nevada Outdoor School the expanded grant for the next three year cycle which
began September 1, 2013. The new grant has allowed the Nevada Outdoor School AmeriCorps Program to
expand to Elko and Lovelock.
New host sites for the 2013-14 grant year include:
• The Boys and Girls Club in Elko
• Communities in Schools of Northeastern Nevada in Elko
• Frontier Community Action Agency in Winnemucca
• Lowry High School in Winnemucca
• Pershing County Senior Center in Lovelock

Continuing host sites include:
• Pleasant Senior Center
• Winnemucca Ministerial Association
• Winnemucca Community Garden
• Nevada Outdoor School
• Wells Family Resource Center
• Friends of Nevada Wilderness
• Friends of Black Rock High Rock
• Lander County School District

The new grant has also allowed the NOS AmeriCorps Program to increase living stipends for AmeriCorps
members.
One of the challenges of managing a rural AmeriCorps program that serves communities across northern Nevada
(from Wells to Reno and Gerlach), is the ability for AmeriCorps members to communicate with one another. So
one of the goals for the NOS AmeriCorps programs for 2013-14 is to come up with methods for better
communication among the members as well as increasing the visibility of the program overall. A private Facebook
group was formed in September so that members can communicate using that forum and so far it has been an
effective tool for increasing conversation among the members. A Nevada Outdoor School AmeriCorps Program
Facebook page was also created with the intent of increasing the visibility of the program by spotlighting
members and putting volunteer opportunities on the page. It is also hoped that the page will help generate
more AmeriCorps applicants in the future.

Please ‘like’ us and follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/NOSAmeriCorps

“Nevada Outdoor School adds value to our community by enriching the science
education that our students receive. They offer fun, engaging activities that get
students excited about science and they organize field trips that allow our students to
experience the science in real life”
- rural nevada educator survey
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