PYRAMID LAKE PAIUTE TRIBE VISITOR INFORMATION
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¢ WE ARE ALL PEOPLE OF THIS EARTH

The Derby Dam was built in an attempt to claim some of the Great Basin Desert and turn it into
farming land. Only 30 years after its completion in 1905 Winnemucca Lake dried up completely

and Pyramid Lake receded approximately 90 feet. Today there are still water disputes over the

diversion of water from the Truckee River.

DERBY DAM, CONSTRUCTED UNDER SPECIFICATION NUMBER 1 AND DRAWING
NUMBER 1 OF THE U.S. RECLAMATION SERVICE, NOW THE U.S. BUREAU OF

RECLAMATION. DIVERTS THE FLOW OF THE TRUCKEE RIVER FOR IRRIGATION
USE. IT WAS THE FORERUNNER OF SUCH MIGHTY STRUCTURES AS HOOVER.
GRAND COULEE, SHASTA AND GLEN CANYON DAMS.

DERBY DAM WAS AUTHORIZED BY SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR E.A. HITCHCOCK
1903. IT IS PART OF THE NEWLANDS PROJECT, NAMED N

ON MARCH 14,
HONOR OF NEVADA SENATOR FRANCIS G. NEWLANDS WHO WORKED FOR PASSAGE
1902. DERBY TAKES ITS NAME FROM A NEARBY

OF THE RECLAMATION LAWS IN
SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD STATION OF THE DAY.
CHARLES A. WARREN & CO. OF SAN FRANCISCO, THE CONTRACTOR, STARTED

WORK ON THE DAM ON OCTOBER 2, 1903, AND FINISHED MAY 20, 1905.
IN 1906. !

OPERATIONAL WATER DIVERSIONS BEGAN

STATE HISTORIC MARKER NO. 43
NEVADA STATE PARK SYSTEM
CARSON IRRIGATION DISTRICT

ERECTED IN COOPERATION WITH U.S. BUREAU OF RECL AMATION & TRUCKEE-

The Derby Dam can be reached from Highway 80: exit 36. This sign is posted on the side of the

Derby Dam

road attached to a blue metal post in the shape of Nevada.




