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Ancient Lake Lahontan was an enormous lake that existed during the last ice age, covering much
of northwestern Nevada, extending into northeastern California and southern Oregon. At its peak
approximately 12,700 years ago the lake had a surface area of about 8,000 square miles with its
largest component centered at the location of the present Carson Sink. The depth of the lake was
approximately 800 feet at present day Pyramid Lake, and 500 feet at the Black Rock Desert.
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