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History

e April 1859 - Peter Lassen, along with Edward Clapper and Lemericus Wyatt were on a
prospecting trip trying to find the silver shelf that an emigrant named James Hardin, the
namesake for Hardin City, had found.

e Lassen’s group was to meet with another prospecting group led by Capitan W. William
Weatherlow on April 24, 1859.

e When Lassen’s group arrived, Weatherlow was no where to be found, so the men decided
to set up camp for the night near the mouth of a canyon.

e The following morning began with gun fire and Clapper was killed where he lay. Wyatt
began to run and advised Lassen do the same. Lassen did not follow the advice, and with
the second gun shot, Lassen was dead as well.

Eleven days after the murders, a search party was looking for the prospecting party led by
Weatherlow, after finding them, they continued to the murder site and buried the bodies of
Edward Clapper and Peter Lassen together.

e Six months after the joint burial, a group of Masons from the Masonic Lodge that Lassen
had started returned to the site to exhume his body. They hauled it back to California and
gave him a proper burial under a large tree, which is the highest form of respect a Mason
can perform. His grave is marked with a monument honoring him.

e Clapper was left in the desert, at his original site of burial.

e All knowledge of where the actual site of the murder was lost, until a group of hikers found
the bones of Clapper in a stream bed in 1990.

e There had been a check dam constructed that changed the original course of the Clapper
creek (Edward Clapper’s Grave and the Peter Lassen Murder Mystery. Dansie, McGuckian.
1992), which eroded the soil away and exposed the bones.

History

e Archeologist were only able to find half of the remains, and no physical evidence from the
murder, however, because the creek had washed away all of it.

e Clapper’s remains were buried next to his comrade Peter Lassen near Susanville on May
30, 1992. Edward Clapper now has his own grave marker and a final resting place.
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This paper contains articles about the history of the murders, the escape of
Lemericus Wyatt, a “Who done it?”” page, the reburial of Clapper, Hardin City,
forensic anthropology, other professions involved in the case, and an interview with
Peggy McGuckian. The paper also includes maps of the murder site, pictures of
the facial reconstruction, working photos at the site, and a “fun page” complete
with a mystery decoder game, crossword, and word search. Available to be clipped
out of the paper is a detective card to go along with the detective kit mentioned
above. A detective notebook will be included as an insert in the paper which will
include blank paper and will serve as a place for the visitors to write their thoughts

or questions.

An overall theme that has been developed for every kit is the usage of the Apple-
gate — Lassen trail by the emigrants. To interpret this theme, an Emigrant game has
been developed. This game consists of two “spinner game boards”, an emigrant
facts sheet, and an answer sheet. The visitor will be able to imagine how long it
would have taken them to reach their destination through a variety of conditions.
There are six different outcomes for each spinner board, which could lead to nu-

merous outcomes of the game.

The last way in which we plan to interpret the Lassen-Clapper Murder site, is

Interpretation

with the use of a word search game. This will be helpful is engaging a younger
population, while still helping them to understand the major concepts of the site.
These games are laminated and will be able to be cleaned and reused at each visit.
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