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What is Genealogy?

Genealogy is the history of your family or the study or investigation of ancestry and family
history.

Completing a family history is a process of arranging your family members in order by
generations.

Genealogy is not an expensive hobby to start. You need a pad of paper, some folders, and a
couple of pencils.

How do I start?

The best way to begin your investigation is to interview members of your family.

You should use the individual report to find out all the information you can from your
parents, grandparent, great-grandparents, and even aunts and uncles.

Take the time to explore family documents, bibles, scrapbooks, and photo albums.

Look at your family history as a treasure hunt or a mystery.

Five Steps

Make a family tree- this is like a map showing you what you know and what you still
need to find out.

Do your homework- see how much of the chart you can fill out by using sources that
you find at home. (interviews, journals, letters, scrapbooks, school records, medical
records, photo albums, church records, family traditions, baby books, family bibles,
etc.)

Oral history- Interview relatives and using the Individual report, record all of the
information that you can.

Newspaper and Census Records- Search newspapers for birth, marriage and death
announcements from towns that your family lived in and explore the census
records.

Genealogy Background

Search for vital records- Birth, death, and marriage records can usually be found at
your local courthouse or library. They can be helpful in you research as well.
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Historical Detective: Individual Report:

Name:

Birth Date:

Birth Location:

Mother:

Mother’s Birth Location:
Father:

Father’s Birth Location:

Spouse:

Marriage Date:

Marriage Location:

Main Occupation:

Notes:

Historical Detective
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Genealogy Resources:

Allen, Desmond Walls. First Steps in Genealogy: A Beginner’s Guide to Researching Your Family
History. Cincinnati: Betterway Books, 1998.

Andriot, Jay. Township Atlas of the United States. McLean, VA: Documents Index, 1991.

Beller, Susan Provost. Roots for Kids: A Genealogy Guide for Young People. White Hall, VA: Betterway
Books, 1989.

Bentley, Elizabeth Petty. County Courthouse Book. 2™ ed. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1995.
Bentley, Elizabeth Petty. Genealogist’s Address Book. 4™ ed. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1998.

Bremer, Ronald A. Compendium of Historical Sources: The How and Where of American Genealogy.
Bountiful, UT: AGLL, Inc., 1997.

Brittan, Liana. Genealogy for Children: A Resource for Teachers, Parents, and Grandparents. Almonte,
Ont.: Educational Support Personnel, 1997.

Chorzempa, Rosemary A. My Family Tree Workbook: Genealogy for Beginners. New York: Dover
Publications, 1982.

Crandall, Ralph J. Shaking Your Family Tree: A Basic Guide to Tracing Your Family’s Genealogy.
Dublin, NH: Yankee Pub., 1986.

Croom, Emily Anne. Unpuzzling Your Past Workbook: Essential Forms and Letters for All Genealogists.
Cincinnati: Betterway Pub., 1996.

Douglas, Ann. The Family Tree Detective: Cracking the Case of Your Family’s Story. New York: Firefly
Books, 1999.

Harris, Maurine. Ancestry’s Concise Genealogical Dictionary. Salt Lake City: Ancestry Publishing, 1989.
Kemp, Thomas Jay. International Vital Records Handbook. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1990.

Szucs, Loretto Denis. The Source: A Guidebook of American Genealogy. Salt Lake City: Ancestry, 1997.

Internet Sources:
www.genealogyspot.com
WWW. genwriters.com
www.cyndislist.com
www.ancestry.com
wWww.rootsweb.com
WWW.Win.org
www.kidsturncentral.com
www.familytreemagazine.com

Genealogy Resources
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