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Environmental Content Stan-
dard 15.0:  Ecosystems -
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding that ecosys-
tems display patterns of or-
ganization, change and stabil-
ity as a result of the interac-
tions and interdependencies 
among the life forms and the 
physical components of the 
Earth.  

 

 
 

Strand 2.2 -The Living Environ-
ment (A, C)  Learners under-
stand basic similarities and 
differences among a wide vari-
ety of living organisms and 
understand the concept of 
habitat.  Learners understand 
basic ways in which organ-
isms are related to their envi-
ronments and to other organ-
isms.  

Animal Homes  
Students will realize that animals and people share a basic  
need to have a home for survival. 
 

Grade Level : K-4 
 
Objectives:  

Students will draw a pic-
ture of their homes 
Discuss the differences 
and similarities between 
homes 
Explain why people, ani-
mals, and birds need a 
home.   

 
Materials:   

Drawing paper 
Crayons 
Pictures of animals 
where they live 

 
Time Considerations  
45 minutes 
 
Related Activities:  
Animal Habitats (Oh Deer!), 
Animal Tracks, Biodiversity 

Nevada Department of  
Education Standards  

Excellence in Environmental 
Education Guidelines  

 Animals need a place in 
which to find food and water. 
They also need enough space in 
which to live and find the oxygen, 
water, and shelter they need. All 
animals need a home, but a 
home is not just like a house 
where people live. Instead, a ani-
malôs home is like the 
"neighborhood" in which we live. 
It provides the animal with all five 
necessities of survival (food, wa-
ter, oxygen, space, and shelter). 
Another word for an animals 
home that scientist like to use is 
called a habitat.  
 
 A house is a type of shel-
ter for a person. People build dif-
ferent types of shelters in which 
to liveðhouse, apartments, trail-
ers, etc. An animalôs ñhouseò or 
shelter may be different from a 
type of house that we may live in. 
Animal shelters can be under-
ground, in a tree, in a bush, in a 

cave, or even underneath some 
rocks or leaves. 

Make sure to gather all the 
needed supplies in order to do 
the activity.   
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

Background  

Preparations  
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Evaluation ð 
 

Have the students describe the 
difference between a house 
and a home.  
Have the students name the 
five necessities that every ani-
mal needs in order to survive.  
Have the students describe 
some suitable habitats that 
meets the animalôs needs for 
survival. 

 

Writing Enrichment ð 
 

Have the students draw a pic-
ture of a suitable habitat for an 
animal and write a paragraph 
to describe how that habitat 
meets the animalôs need for 
survival.  

 

Extension Activities ð  
 

Take the students outside on a 
hike and look for different ani-
mal shelters 
Fish, aquatic reptiles, amphibi-
ans, aquatic insects, and 
aquatic mammals must also 
have suitable habitats that 
meet the animalôs need for sur-
vival. Have the students draw 
a picture of a aquatic animalôs 
home.  

1. Ask students to draw a picture 
of where they live. Ask the stu-
dents to include pictures in 
their drawing of the things they 
need in order to live where 
they do; for example, a place 
to cook and keep food, a place 
to sleep, a source of water.   

2. Once the drawings are fin-
ished, have a discussion with 
students about what they 
drew.  Ask the students to 
point out the things they need 
to live that they included in 
their drawings. Point out to the 
students that everyone has a 
home. 

3. Ask the students to close their 
eyes and imagine: a bird's 
home, an ant's home, a bea-
ver's home, a wolfôs home, a 
deerôs home, their home.  
Show the students pictures of 
different places that animals 
live.   

4. Discuss the differences and 
similarities among the different 
homes with the students.  Talk 
about the things every animal 
needs in its home: food, water, 
shelter, oxygen, and space in 
which to live, arranged in a 
way that the animal can sur-
vive.   

5. Discuss why these things are 
necessary and how needs dif-
fer depending on the animal. 
Summarize the discussion by 
emphasizing that although the 
homes are different, every ani-
mal ï people, pets, farm ani-
mals and wildlife ï needs a 
home.  

Doing the Activity  

 
Habitatð The area or environ-
ment where an organism or eco-
logical community normally lives 
or occurs 
 
NeedsðA condition or situation 
in which something is required or 
wanted 
 
ShelterðSomething that pro-
vides cover or protection, as from 
the weather 
 
Survival ðthe act or process of 
remaining alive  

Vocabulary  

Sourcesð 
 

The American HeritageÈ Science 

Dictionary Copyright É 2002 by 

Houghton Mifflin Company. Pub-

lished by Houghton Mifflin Company.   

 

Project Wild K-12 Activity GuideÈ 

Copyright É 2002 by Council for En-

vironmental Education.  


